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them exclusively: they have their range through all the
contents and incidents of the world.

That familiar experience confirms the claim of higher
authority for Affection will hardly be denied; though the
cases of testing conflict are not perhaps of very frequent
occurrence. The student or the artist who, in the pursuit
of knowledge or the exercise of imagination, should give no
heed to the pleadings of parental affection, and let his
children starve m body and mind, would be universally
condemned for disregard of the more imperative obligation.
He was not bound to assume that obligation: he might
blamelessly have declined the engagements of domestic
life, and surrendered himself to search for scientific truth, or
the service of beauty in foim or song; but, once assumed,
the home duties admit of no evasion. And had they even
been absent, no call of genius could free him from the other
forms of affectional claim, to friends, to country, to the
unhappy. If, for example, he lavishes all his resources on
his library and observatory, or his gallery of pictures, or
museum of antiquities, so as to have no succour for a friend
in distress, no rescue of misery from death; or if, at some
crisis of public calamity and instant want, he hugs all these
costly treasures with heartless devotion, and will part with
none of them to the fund of the commonwealth, no voice
but his own will be raised in excuse. His aesthetic sense
itself, however fine in other provinces, has not extended to
the moral field, but, with all its fastidiousness, can strangely
live complacently in the presence of a hideous deformity of
character close at hand.

In case the question should be raised whether there is
any difference of rank between the incentives of Wonder
and Admiration, it may be well to look a little more closely
at their relation. In their psychological germ as felt, they
are perhaps indistinguishable, and first diverge by alighting
upon dissimilar points. As wonder, the feeling is directed
upon a phenomenon that happens: as admiration, upon a thing
or person that is. In conformity with this distinction, each